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among them (VII-i). The inequality in the dis-
tribution of wealth is, apart from special reasons in
individual cases, mainly due to the system of land
tenure. A tenant has to bear a heavy burden of rent.
Two-thirds of the land in the village is now in the hands
of absentee landlords. Each year the villagers pay
in total 4,800 bushels of rice for rent. This burden
is not shared equally by the villagers, but is spread
over about 70 per cent, of the people. Among these
again the burden is not equal (XI~5). The system of
land tenure has resulted in an annual outflow of a large
quantity of wealth from the village to the town and
an unequal distribution of wealth in the village.

When the silk industry was prosperous the villagers,
in spite of high rents, were able to enjoy a sufficient
standard of living and could in consequence save.
This saving was usually hoarded. The opportunity
for investment in the village is limited and there is
no other means, except in rent, for the town to absorb
its accumulated wealth. The goods or money hoarded
were used firstly for a reserve against recurrent disaster
and secondly for financing expensive ceremonies. The
elaborate ceremonies in connection with individual life
crises or periodical religious meetings of the local
groups were in fact an important outlet for the hoarded
wealth of the rural district. On ceremonial occasions
the idea of thrift gives place to competitive display.
Wealth was lavishly expended in burials, on marriage
gifts, on dowries and feasts, and especially m inter-
village parades (VII-7).

The depression of the silk industry has caused a
decline of one-third of the average income of thf
village (XII-2). On the side of expenditure, con-
sumption and social obligations have remained largely